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The Association for Family Therapy and Systemic Practice in the UK

For: Immediate Release

Refugee families to open AFT flagship conference
Refugee and asylum seeking families’ stories of loss, resilience and survival will open AFT’s flagship 2008 conference in Manchester.
AFT, The Association for Family Therapy and Systemic Practice, is the leading organisation for professionals working with families in the UK. 

Children and families who have survived organised violence, torture and the further trauma of flight will reflect on their experiences and on the therapeutic support they have received in the UK as part the opening plenary of AFT’s 33rd annual conference.
“This will be an opportunity to understand the complexities of therapeutic work in a human rights framework, by bearing witness to the painstaking journey from trauma to integration and then regeneration,” says Jocelyn Avigad, keynote speaker and manager of the Child and Family Team at the Medical Foundation for the Care of Victims of Torture, whose work involves the care and rehabilitation of asylum seeking and refugee families who have fled persecution in their homelands.  “We have much to learn by listening, and much to celebrate in these families’ narratives of resilience.”

Announcing the conference programme, AFT chair Dorothy Ramsay said: ‘At a time when all major UK political parties say they support “the family”, it’s important we consider what effective support means, to share experiences and expertise, to hear what children and families say helps, to build on the known and to learn what’s new.’

Challenging workshops and lively debates from a wide range of practitioners will fill the two-day event, on September 12 and 13, 2008. A major research symposium, aiming to demystify qualitative research methods and inspire practitioner involvement, will run alongside workshops on Saturday September 13.
 ‘We hope the conference programme reflects the city – diverse, inviting, original, and different,’ says senior family therapist Pat Gray, who lives and works in the city. ‘Manchester has a rich cultural mix of communities that gives it a unique and energetic character. The city has gone through a dramatic process of regeneration over recent years. Its people are proud and will go out their way to make you feel at home. Those unable to attend both days can attend as day delegates. You’ll be warmly welcomed.’

Note to editors

( “Linking the old and the new: regeneration within therapies and therapists’ AFT National conference, September 12 and 13, 2008, Midland Hotel, Manchester. 

( Conference details and programme at www.aft.org.uk
( The conference will be of interest to family therapists and other professionals and students working therapeutically with children, adults and families.
( For press enquiries about the work of the Medical Foundation for the Care of Victims of Torture and the opening plenary, please contact the MF press office on 020 7697 7783.
( All other press enquiries to Jan Parker, AFT Communications Officer, tel 07931 726247, email janparker@aft.org.uk
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